
WINTER BULLETIN 2016 
Falcon Research Group 

Box 248, Bow, WA 98232 

(360) 757-1911 

falconresearch@gmail.com 

 

 Island Girl Sets Yet Another Record 

Little did we know when you all contributed money for this project back in 2006, that one of 
the birds would continue on to set a world record for a satellite tagged peregrine! None of us 
expected this at the time but there she is, still out there and pinging away. 

Originally tagged in Chile on 15 March 2009, Island Girl has now completed her seventh round- 
trip migration (with transmitter) flying from Baffin Island, Canada, back to Chile once again.  

After leaving Baffin on 19 September, she arrived back home at Putu on 13 November 2015 
completing a 55 day southbound journey that covered a minimum of 8,497 miles (13, 673 km), 
not counting her hunting flights, roosting flights and other normal behavior. 

As far as we can ascertain, this is the longest lasting satellite transmitter on a peregrine so far. 
She is such an extraordinary bird.  

2016 Skagit Flats Annual Hawk Census 

This winter, our annual hawk census will take place on Saturday, 13 February from 9-11 AM. 
Please mark your calendars. Ed Deal will be coordinating the count again so if you would like to 
participate, please contact him directly at (206) 723-4742 or e-mail falcophile@comcast.net. 

Lecture on Satellite-tagging Rough-legged Hawks 

Although Rough-legged Hawks are one of the most beautiful of hawks, relatively little is known 
about them, particularly their natal origins, migratory pathways and wintering behavior, 
particularly here in Washington. They are simply one of our least studied hawks. 

Raptor biologist Jeff Kidd is changing all that. He started putting satellite transmitters on Rough-
legs in both California and Nevada last year and has been tracking them back to their nesting 
areas in the arctic. His results are phenomenal. 
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Jeff will be the featured speaker at our annual Skagit Flats Winter Census in February. Don’t 
miss this one.  

Four Recent and Unusual Raptor Sightings-Changes in the Wind? 

Crested Caracaras are normally found in Arizona, Texas and Florida. Lately however, they are 
being seen over a much broader range of North America. Sightings have been steadily 
increasing in both California and Oregon, while here in Washington, there have been only three 
reports over the last 80 years. The first was at Westport on 21 June 1936, the second from 
Ocean Shores on 13 August 1983 and the third at Neah Bay on 4 January 1998. 

Last summer, on 14 June, a fourth Caracara was discovered near the town of Skykomish, west 
of Steven’s Pass and right in the heart of the Cascades Mountains. The bird remained in the 
area for at least three weeks before disappearing. Joan Morrison, leading expert on this 
species, reports that several other birds have been showing up in unexpected areas across 
North America.  

Sightings of the Broad-winged Hawk, a little, crow-sized buteo, are also quite rare in western 
Washington. However, in recent years, as the species expands its breeding range west into 
northern BC, BWHA observations are increasing, especially during the fall migration period. 

On 8 September 2015, Bill Anderson found one right in the heart of Edmonds and took some 
excellent photos of the bird. As the BC population continues to grow, we can expect more and 
more of these sightings. But just how long will it be until they become a breeding bird in WA? 

Bill also photographed a Prairie Falcon in Edmonds on 3 September. Prairies are seldom seen in 
western WA and almost never at such an early date. 

Finally, a juvenile Swainson’s Hawk, another very rare species in western WA, was 
photographed near Stanwood on 10 November. This bird should really be in Argentina by now 
although Bill Clark reports that more and more of them are remaining in the US during winter. 

A Sea-Tac Wing-tagged Bald Eagle 

On 7 March, we captured an adult Bald Eagle in a Swedish Goshawk trap at Sea-Tac Airport. 
Since eagle strikes have been increasing locally, we decided to attach patagial tags to this bird 
to see if it returned to the airport after being re-located to Skagit County.  

Yellow “A” was transported 75 miles north to the Samish Flats and released there. He has 
subsequently been seen at Magnuson Park in Seattle on 18 April (Daniel Melamedon), Cedar 
Hills Landfill near Renton on 27 May (Terry Peart) and at the famous Chehalis Flats between the 
Fraser River and Harrison Lake in southern British Columbia on 26 November (David Hancock). 



2016 Australian Raptor Tour 

Australia is legendary for its wide variety of unique and endemic raptor species, including 
Wedge-tailed Eagles, Red Goshawks, White-bellied Sea-eagles and six species of falcons 
(including Black, Brown and the extremely rare Gray Falcon).  

Bill Clark and Sergio Siepke of Raptours will be leading a two week private FRG hawk tour to 
Australia from 2-15 October 2016. We plan to start in Sydney and head north and then west to 
the outback (see map link below). If you have always wanted to see the wilds of Australia, 
especially the birds and mammals, this special tour will be a tailor-made opportunity. I have 
advised both leaders that platypuses, kangaroos and koalas must also be an essential part of 
the trip. 

DISCLAIMER: The mandatory inclusion of one Becky Rosencrans on this tour is likely to 
produce, at times, overwhelming fits of both laughter and hilarity. You have all been warned. 

The cost of the tour will range from $3,000- $3,500.00 depending on the number of people 
signing up. A weeklong “top end” tour extension to Darwin will also be available.  

See Raptours Australia webpage here http://www.raptoursllc.com/tours/australia-raptor-tour 

Hawk-watching in Western Washington Classes, with a Return to Seattle 

Learn what they look like, how they live and where they hang out in winter. Most of you have 
already taken this class so you know what’s involved. Please pass the class info along to your 
friends. 

1. Mt. Vernon  Tues. nights   7-9,    5 Jan-2 Feb.,     Padilla Bay Center 
2. Bellingham   Thurs. nights 7-9,    7 Jan-4 Feb,      Bellingham Unitarian Fellow. 
3. Seattle           Thurs. nights 7-9,  11 Feb-10 Mar,  Woodland Park Zoo 

For more information, call Bud at (360) 757-1911. To reserve your space, send $175.00 to Box 
248, Bow, WA 98232. 

Sea-Tac Raptor Management Program Update 

As of this writing (14 December) we have captured and relocated 105 raptors for the year. The 
nine species include Red-tailed Hawks (53), Cooper’s Hawks (25), Barn Owls (9), American 
Kestrels (7), Short-eared Owls (2), Great Horned Owls (2), Barred Owls (2), Bald Eagle (1) and 
Rough-legged Hawk (1). 



Oddly enough, we had our first Short-eared Owl pair nest between the runways last summer. 
SEOWs nests are fairly rare in western WA. Two of the young were subsequently raised by our 
friends and colleagues at Wolf Hollow on San Juan Island and later released on the Samish Flats. 

The Rough-leg was the first ever caught at Sea-Tac Airport. 

The total number of raptors banded at Sea-Tac during the entire project is now 763. 

Annual Dues 

If you like what we are doing and want to support this work, please contribute your dues to the 
FRG. Donations of $25.00 (or more if you like) can be sent to the FRG, Box 248, Bow, WA 98232. 

Thank you sincerely. 

 

 


